The tribe of Kurubas (or shepherds) was
considered a lowly one in the then society.  But,
Kanaka, though belonging to that sect, was leading a
royal life, as the head of his clan. The episode of his
becoming a servant of God, sacrificing the exalted
position that he enjoyed in his group, will be most
absorbing.

Kaginela was a place in Karnataka. It was the
capital of a small domain, with shepherd Kanaka as its
chief.

Kanaka was also known as Thimman, since he was
born due to the grace of the Lord of the Seven hills.
Thimman had been blessed with Midas touch and
whatever he laid his hand upon turned into Kanaka or
gold. Hence the name Kanaka.

Kanaka Nayaka was well-built and excellent at
warfare. He would make enemies turn back and flee the
battlefield. Vanquishment was something unknown to
him.

Unlike Seenappa Naik, Kanaka was not one without
Hari bhakti or devotion towards God. On the contrary,
he was very devout and had built and dedicated a
beautiful temple to Lord Adikesava, which he was
looking after worshipfully.

Kanaka's valour was attributable to his having been
born as an amsa of the God of Death. He could, as
such, destroy all his enemies.

Such heroic and devout person is once put to test
by the Almighty.  Consequently, in the next clash